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BEGIONAL COMFERENUE O RWANDESE REFUGELS
JIntroductlo
1. Follevipe thy armed strife that occursd jn fluanda in early October 1990,

the Awzndege Armed Forces, iu defence of the pational territory, subsequenlly

pame inte confrontation with the exterual armed cpposition,

2, The Secrecary General of the Crpamzation nf African Unity lmmgdiately
eatablishod contacl with the Current Chairman of the Organjzaticn of Afrjcan
Unity, H.E. Fresident Yowert K. BUZEVEND ol Vganda and, subsequently, with the
President of Ehe Dwandsee Nepublic fLE, #ajor Geusral JUVENAL BABYARIMARA. ‘le
phizetive of the OA Secrei2y Guneral's derarches was Lo find cut how Lest
to tring sbout a guick ang pracelul resclutlon of the problem.

3, After further consultations with the governments of Uganda and Ewanlz,
bhve Secpatary Genaral despatohed a Lwo man nisslon led by the Aasistant Secretry
Geneprsl in charge ol Folitical Affajre Lo fwanda apd Ugsnda to have an
on-the-apot ansessment of the gituation and to find out how best the OAU could
azsisk in bripging about an amicable settlement of tue problem, The delegation
aldo rad Lhe opportunity Lo meet wilh the Prise Minister of Dalglum in Hairobi,

Kenya, on the same matler.

h, The Secretary ceneral of the CaAU on 20 Dclober 3990 met with d.E. Col.
RUDINDTLT ¢ IMANA  ANCUSTLH, a speuial envoy o the Presidept of Rwapda, at the
OAU Headyuatters. flso on & December 1990, al the same venue he met with H.E,
hr. C, PLZLAUNGH, RMinsster of Fureign Affales of fiwanida. During both mectings
the Secretnry Seneral expressed covcern over the grave gituation 1n Rwanda and

over the implinatinng for the gub~regioh and Alrics as a whole.

5, On 2 Dpecember 1990, 2t the GAU Beadquarters the Secretary Generol met
#ith a delegaticn from the Rwandege Parriotic Front and exchanged views <o the
taplementation of the varicus decisions ccotatned in Mwanza, Gbadolite and Goma

¢ommuniques.

(e Furtheraore, the Sa-revary Gencral ol the 0AU has also been in cemmubication

with the Presidents of Burundi, Reanda, Tenzania, Uganda and Zaire.

=, Meanwhile, at the sub—reglonsl Jovel. the President of the Unjted Republic
¢l Tenzania, at lhe request of Prosicent HABYARIMANA, couvened a wmesting of
the leade of State of Uganda and Ruanda in Lhe porth-western Tanzanian toun

of WAAAA on 17 Cotober 1890 3n order Lo find 2 peaceful solution Lo Ebe problem.
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H, ihe Iwmmit, while strazsing the nesd to have ap smmediate ceasellve aluo

stuted that:

regianal confepence Lo Le attended Dby

a
wouly be convened bto

gquestion of refuge=s
in a comprcl

PEailowipg  wpon the ceaselire,

by Lhe

al) partisd affegted
miem §n the reginn,

Blascuss the pelfiges v jongive manper.”

9, The [resideny of the Fuandese hepublic made b©wO fmportant. declarations

al MWANZA

in exlle to return to their country

(1) The right of al) BRwandess
whonever they 4ished to do 3C. e pulnted out, houysver, that there
would Le the need for internablunﬂl anesiatance for their vesettlement
and rehatilitation.

(1i) The peadiness TR 0 Yanncena PV ETHNeN S vo inlviate talks with

the internal and expernal cppositlien.

). un <he Regional Conferance, the Secretary Genergl §n Nhis discussion with
the Spucial Lnvoy of the Fresident of Rwanca stated that:
Lhe readiness af fresident Pabyarimana to resolve
tand the complexity

difficultied of Ruwanda.

of Lthe problem in

"va ere encouraged by
The

We 49 upders

the reiupee problem.
and econumic

of the ]imited resources

the InLernahiOHal therefore, required”.

view
community 18,

mebiligation of’

ate of 2urundi. pwanda, Uganda ond Zaire

the Heads of HLele
&

Fresldent Mobutu SeSe seko of zalre 1in

11. Anctler meeiiDg of
was crllvd  n NoRIL TR, sALve, by
(urtherance of vhe search for pease 1in fluane? - .

a the need for mediation between i

12. At ghadeliite, the Bead2 of Suale apresd ©
and the armed pupesition. They, therefore, entrusted
with

anthorities
to President rabubu

the Rueardese
Lhia yegponaibility sone Seko of Laire. furthermore,
g of Stabe Once ap4in yealfivmed }

pespent Lo the queglion of refugees, the Head
phat the Glalcgue apoulg euiminale in a Rezional conlerence to rind a final
and lagting solvtion to the question of refugses. |
13, The jatest communigue adopted in Goma, nalre, on 20 Hovernber 1990 by the J
peady of Stzne of Rvanda, nyryndi, L2ive =nd Lhe third peputy Frime Hinfeber |
of Upanda grated that!
1
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") regards the regional) tonference on Hefugees and considuring
Lo Lwperhanas of tho probloem, the Freastdent of Upanda was
mangdated Ly bl calleapues, Ao hin capacity az the curgent
chaippan of  Lhe Oal, to inform the Head of State of Tenzania
of the copclvesions of the Gome meet hnz &nd Lo take urgent measures

for Lhe convening of the ssid conference."

14, bBzaed ou gucceszlve appeals Irow corcernzd partles to the UNHCR
and the OAU asd alse fo line with the existing excellent relatliong

Latveen the two organlzations, tha Ezcratary genaral ol the Qal

requested the UNHCn ¢ assoclate speell wilh the prepavation of tho

conference,

14

Boabgrevnd ta s fwandes: Relupes Frotlen

15, Ruanda, 3 foresr Garman and  subseguent iy (el ver. ¥e¥sdd) Belgium
eolony with a lynd 21ad of 26,338 Sy, wm., had leng bsen united by
language and customs. Accoraing Lo 1325 cenaug figures, Rwanda had
a population of 6,214,000 peaple Lhus malcing LT one of the moet dens=ly

populated countriee on thé continent. .

16, n 1939, lelloairg the dexth ol the Fwandese King Hulara 111
and the succesgion by Kigeri Vv, there wis 4 gocial upihieaval 1n Rwanda,
1y the vake of this event many Rvandede for the first time left the

country and sour. residence in mainly th2 neighbouring coynttries.

1 o L July 1947, Peanda Decams independent vnder Lts  [leet

Fresident Kr. Gregoire Kayvibanda, In 1263, following independance

2

and the resultant changas in ke pollitizal act uj, there was another
anclal  upheaval which lzd to  the right of Vhousandg  of Rrandede

nationals into erlie.

18, Furﬁher puliLioal changes teok place in Rwanda bat+een

. indepgndence 2nd 1269 with the des)aration of a ong prErty state in
1605 fhare were Rvaniese Jho were not satizfied wich this political
arrengenent ang Lhis brought about polLtlcal apitaticn within the

country.

31-0511.391 '4"96
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I9; This dinaffection te and disuzb iafodbiln wikh vhe political aySted
st 0 mllitary tabe over on 5odusy 19730 Haldor Genzral Juvenal
Habyarzmana becaws President,  The new gOVErHANant tosk 3 number of
measures to Lring about scclal cohesion gRoug Resndeae. It abollshed
the then sole political party Lhe Pavmohaty, the 1362 conatitvution

and gdopted the sicgan “Feane avl Hational Unity™.

20, Precident, Nabyarimana  in 197% proclzimed the formation of @
Bew Lpmrty  celled the "katfcnal  Favoluvnion2ry Movemant  for
Gevelopaent”, A constitutian  wan  acopted in 3973, and FPresident

Habyarjmzha confirmed s President.

il il andse LB conaglldate vthe Egaios sonred Ly terms of national
pnity #nd geed relghhouriiness, Puanda in 1976 bLecame party o the
agtablistiment, of L Feoponic Community of the Great Lakes involving

Jvenda, Burundi  and zaire. In 1478, RKvandz Burundi aund Tanzanla

At (e Trpswlietiew [&E [ G menopmunt @nd development I '
Kapera Piver Razin, Ugands becanc 3 membzr in 1940,  Such economlic
ceoperation &mosngst Lhe countries of the sub-reglen avguresd well for
peAcE Bnd eventul) falupzalion  ameng tho conntries of the sub-TRELeN.
7z, neversheless, the probles of che puandese relugees still perpisted
sven thiugh some of them had integr V4 in the socistiza of thelr
asylud ¢ountries.

: 23, 1n cctoter 1987, tens of gheusands of Kinyarwanda speaking padple
- mzpyarwenda - WOrs oxpell=d manuy ailitari roxards Gwanda; ninety
pur ment  of thee weora ygandan citizevs althcugh Lhey are culvurally
apd Jinguisticslly fwsndeae,  The United Nationg Secretary Ueneral
and ihé Unived Natiens  Wigh Commbasisner fo¥ hefugees playgd an
Phpareams roce Phest, Lo ghdk 'ERE expulaions and, oubsequently, to
fhod-a peacafe) aviodiphonatic aculaselon Lo Lhe crizis.
2k, Tthe expiless of wandesae nabionalliby were jutegrated iu Rwanda

_ wheress those of Ugandan ralicnalily vere adwistad LW MBS e
" pefgees unktil thodr reprtrisntizn o Ugands in 1956
5, 1n July 192G, the contrs) Compilies of the Mstlooal Revelutionary
Hovgaent for Dovelopment fsnnued a Ureelavatiorn that Kwands would nov
sligu the return of 1args nakbe-n of refugces since the countryte
cconony Mas incapebl= of susinhing suck am Anflus.
| 251 1 €10411 61.69.1991 14:07 F. 3
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f N oordor o letve @ roper prrispectlive ol Lha Huandenda refygeao gltuation

in the sub-ropion a country Ly country analveig im provided hereunder.

Pwandese fgfupees Jo Buruncd

291 Bulwhdiiy wish am ares ef 27,800 sgquare kilomebres, has one of the bighest

ratea ¢f populabion in Africa.
E .
3. The first wass influx of Awandese into Burandi cccured in 1959 following

Lhe social upheaval 1n Rwanda that year, Yhese were eatimatsd at the time LO

be betuesn 40,000 #nd 55,000 rofugees.
2. The goverpme:xt of Burund: flas =2ince that time taken several measures 09t
snly L6 Eaver Cov Lhe peeds of the refugzes Dot also to prevernt. any attempts
vy the refuzses to cavze proclems fov thelr heme courbly, Thus, soan alter Lhe
first iaflux, whe govsrnment cof Buretdi  ordared 51l the‘ refugess to be
namely, KIGANER, KAYQUGOZX and MURAMBA. A fourth

Lranafearyad 6 Lhres £reas,
area was added when wore vefugess arpived.

0, In L9652, Lhe UHACR eterted an sssistengs progranne in Burundl.

31. Tha {our sevtlenzols pregressively achieved selt sufficiency by 1969 with
the Internaticnal Labour organi-

until 19649, the

the help ¢f the Leacus of R2¢ Cross focietles,

sution and olber agenciea, From tha time of their errival
reme the  world  focd  Drogramms, Access roads, the

construstion of ecbhools and Jand prepararich were carrlaed out.

22, e Lhis #ay, he erundard of livaog of Lhe refupnes pradunlly tmproved .

repe bt Bocept setllemznt in Burund! with which they

Mest of them Lhersl{ore

Lad affinities rather Lthan 2ny atrerpts te return to gheir country of orlgin,

31, oLher egugaled Twandoie ref upmes H000 got jobs within the public otervice

and [rivate asitor in Burvedd. UCRHIR conb il whth its assitance prograate

schools ware consyrusthed

o s Rwardess velugecs wilh cmpbaiis ou educat ton,
snd zsrolarghips  awardesd VYhus cnabling refuzee chlldren O altend zecondary

sclicol anid Lo cbtaln professional trainicg.

251 1 é106411 61.09,1991 14:@7
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M decording Lo povettment flpures shere  ape currontly 207,459 Rwanycse
refugses jo Berundi. 1n 1989, twenty Rwandese refugees were repstriated to thetrp
DOMKLFY ,
Raandesg lelypaess tn Kepya
15, Fenva, with an arez of 583,000 zquare Em. borders cn 2 nhumber of States
including Sudzn, Ethiiopis and Ugsnda but has been spared mass Influxes,
36. ffost of the refugeez who arvived in ¥enyz ave urbanised and the government
gnd the WNECI Lave besn making stvenusys eflerts Lo ind Individual soluticns
to the probJems of tligse people.
37. The Rvandase refuges populalion standz2 al around 2040, most cf whom are |
of urban grigin livieg in and around Halrobi or RHombasa, .
v
AL posy ol timse refupoes sre cmplayed ar are attending school or some other
Corm of training. The UJUCR hag bkeen providize subsistence a)lowance to some
ef the refogees while sthers who are net ewpleyed are being asaisted Lo start
thely own iccomz genarabing projecis.
Ruatdeas refupces in Tanzanis
3. The Ynizsd Pepublic of Tanzsnia nas a population of 23 million people.
A country having (rentlers with elgit neigitbourivg ceuntrize, Tantania has been
hwst Lo refugesz elnes 136). The settlemsnt of refugees in Tantania was guld=q
Ly the concepls of pormsnence acd prodostivivy. The gavernsent'sg bellof that"the
main weaith of & country lay in  its people, and i thelr unexplofted
potsntialitics, led Lo ihe aceceptance of refugees, and Lo a firm determinaticn
vo devele ths sase offorts Lo them as Lbe ratiosals". This pelicy coincidazd,
in geueral, wloh the objzetives of the UGICR,
YC, The gevernzeny tock steps Lo give Uhe Reandeve relugées the change to maks
2 living for themdmlvesz. In 1362, thevelurs, two soltlement zones were
established in Lbkz north-west of the country, at NUYFHLZI and KARAGWE,
1 61G4
L @1,689_ {991 14:Q3 S
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FOSTE APPELE: o0 Pzeuz  lefl-ul-0F 17i0) B3-48 5 (BEEH RE




FRON AHERZSACE RWANDA i .

TRERERIER Y HO, &

Wy, In Keeapwn, Lho refupgnes vere datarmined to mnke n degent Living in thelr
pow bone and cultivated vhe lond wlLosoued Lo thom, fewevor, ol MUYEHZL, Lhore
uere polllicel ggltators aiung the refugeea and this cavsed initial problems

at that settlement,

f
4z, Cclewever, Wne VUINCR and the keagie of hed Cress Societies undertook to
suparvise work therc arid, subsequentiy, MUYEKRZT also achieved self~sufliciency,
the ollier settiemsnt ab Karagve having achirved ¢eli-pulficiency Lwo years

earlier,

L3, Auotner salilensns vhere 3000 hvandege refugees who left Zalre were saltled

petwcen 19h4 aud 1504 was HWEAE in the wost of WTanzania. After many initial
preblems and diffloultiee, the relupecs at HWESE ended up by not only becoming,
econowiually independent, but also by accepting the Tanzanhla citizenship offered

Lo Lhes, as it was Lo 36,000 otlier Ruandese setiled cleewhere in the country.

al.  laving ceased Lo ba relUgses, the Rwandese bacane, fn _the words of the
representative of toe government “one of the innumerable litltle tribea of the

country™.

g, Ay peesent there 1s an catimated 22,300 Ruandese refugees the majority
o' whtm were spontanecusly cettled, A small proup of 1000 refugecs lives in

3 rural sestlement at Durigl, Ain Kagera region.

Puapdgnce refupes:s in_Urande

.6, Ugsnds with a papulation of 17 willlon began to receive refugees in 1959

threw years before its indepeuncence. In 1262 rtheve were 35,000 Rwandegs
]
refugzes. By 1972, there €ere 72,000 of them in the counbLry. :

Wil Az Ene zllver 25
&

yium countrie?, the firat concern of the goveranent was to
A

move this gproup of apitated people away fean the border aread,

W2, Pegining in 1961, a total 11,630 labourers and cattle herders were moved

gasl Lo ORUCEINGA valley. pnother group of 12,093 vere moved to NAKIYALE wheve

Lhe area had [irst to be rleared [or cultivation, &an cxercise Lhat vwas partly

Financed by the YHHCR.

M 251 1 610411 61.,09,1991 14:08
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N, sheae Lue soublemeols wore sapn evircrowdo! an Furbher Renndazo refupruey v
arrdved, 6 wan, LheraCoro, nhecessaey Lo opou up row conlbres 300 Epe furthep
roroh which  Iacludsd KAWIRCE. JEUCA, RYANKANJE, KYAKA and KINCAGA and later

KYANGYALL, near Lake vicloris, /
0. The YHCA wu-lluanced g projuct from which tha refucses recsjved teéechnlieal
aszigtanca  for o bymber of  y=zére from Ugapdan  agricultuvrail advisers who

enconraged the ralteing of cach crops avch 5 tea, cofllen, cotton and tebacco.

1. In 1976, L was confirmed that Lhe rural -efugee population had reached

AN ]

g lavel of ecorombe indopendonsze equs) to that of the Ugandzna in Lhe region.

52, In the neanting, CRere wers othzor Nwandesa refugaes who had found employmehnt
in  the arban  g¢entrse, in  partizglar, Kawpaia o and  had  baen  integrated,
Sohularshipa o scocondary cdutation, University sag well as professional training

wsre exterded to Lhe Ryandese refugees.

S

3. Followiug the Octeber events in Keanda, many Rwandese [(led to Ugznda. 1he

cwrvrent Rwandces relusee population in Yganda ia ¢slimated 3t 73,154 persons.

54, 1n aadition Yo these, thire are over 59,000 nmore Hwandese relugees vWho

are apehtanzously scottled,

Bwandesze prefugees in Zaire

NG Zaire wilh an zrea of 2,360,000 Square Km. in Central Africa shares borders
with nine olLhar stztes,

HE

S0

teecvenn 19572 and 1901 aboul 39,600 Ruzmdaze relugess left thelr country
and aaupht asyiza e the neighbouring Zairsso provinee of Kivi, ‘lhere were otheor
Fuzardessz  naticnals  ubo  had  settled Yo Lhie area duving  the Belgium
agmintssration.  These wers the people vhe Initla))y aseisted their compatrioto.
however, tho UNHCF,.UNLCEF. CYFAN v Eha Lezpus of Hed Croan Soclebies extended .

various forms of assiszlance to the ralugees,

251 1 6108411 01.69,199] 14: 09 1S
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57, Sultlements were establishied in 1HULA and BLUHE in khe north of the cauntry,
The Rwandese refupees who were taken to Bukavu were without means of suppors

and wanted to relurn to fwanda no matter the means.

S8. In 1783, & lvint UNECR/TLO mission appraoved a Development Plan to cover
s2ven villages which kas meant Lo benefit lossla and refugees alike. There weya
glao another 20,000 Rwandeys refupees in urban arcas of Kivu who were elpected
L e to tho villnzay slieg Lhe plan was wuplemented but because of problemy
Ehiz plan was nol carried out.

53. Thy Rwandeas refugoes in Sovth Kivu had Ls abandon thelr gehtlements and
ROST ©f them eroszed over to Hurundi, Ths UNHCE cams to the rescue of the other
Rwandese pefugees by btransferring 3360 nf them from Bukavy region to WWEZI In
FYanzania where the governnent had effered Lo setile Lhem.

Cu. 2y %67, thinas began Lo improve jn the sebtlement areaa in Zaire and thae

remmaining Fwendese rafugees began Lo prosper azain.

€1, Lowever, by Octoker 1%¢8 the ILC decided tu wind up its sctivities in the
Kive settlewsnl, the Kalooge =etllement in DBukavu having teen deserted a year

earlier hecause of problems.

G2, The povériment cof Zaire be3 indicsted that the present population or

Nuangdese refugees atands at 124,109 persons.

0%, In addition to Lhe Nvandeas refuge2e in the countriey of the sub-region,

there are aboul 1C,970 Kwandese refunees olacubere in the world.

251 1 61941 01.09_ 1994 14209 P, 1a
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Effgts gepliyed by the DAL o elvy Fuantese Pefugie Problen
6f. In order Lo have & further insieght into the Nuandsse refuges
problem, 1t 35 perhaps necessary to récall that o the firat tlme
the CAU Comnsil of Mintstern at i%s 3eccrd Qrdipary Session ih Lagpos,
Nigerla, jn Pebruary 1900, discuased vefugse problens on Lha continent
in peneal and tha Owandese relugae problem in particﬁlar. The Council
by Busolation (4/19 11) cetabliched a Commission on the ProbLlems
of Relugses - corststing of Ruwanda ,Curuedi, %Zalre Ugsnda, Tangania,
Sudsn, Seueral, Hizerla, Ghané and Camzroon, &and charged 1L wilh the

respongsibility of exanining

aj Tha refugee problem in Africa 2nd maicz  reccmnendagions Lo the

Counei) of Ministers 2n how it can be solved;
u) ¥ays 3nd meaos of daintaining relvgees fn thaetr country cf asyluat

(5, Shis Commizaion's first report was subntied to the '1hlrd uprdinary
Seasfon of Council in Calre jo July 1564, The repcrt was subsequently
noted undzr Resolution CH/36 (L11), with scme of the pavegraphy of
the  Peaolutich  underscoring the necezzity Tor peaceful reaolution
of rofugee problems amonget vember rLALes nf tke CAU. In operative
paragrephs 5 and £, of that praseluzion ths Councll,
a)  Recormends that countries which have refuges problemns start
rorthwitl or  coatinug discussions, particularly cu bilatersl
Lasls whan appropriate , 30 as Lo find a solutiom To these

proxlaoms;

Y lavites Vhe Lommiesioan Lo draw np 2 dralt Conventioen covering

gll aspasts of the problem of refupees in Africa.

w

I 25
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Thig resolusion  subasyueptly Jed to the zdoption in 1969 of

Ly UMD Convention on liclwieco.

65, Ry Pegaluticn 36 (AHG Z6)Yof the Heads of Stata and Government
of tha Crunnimition of Afpriear Unity (CRU) meeting in Acera , Choand,

in 125% entitled “ihe Frctlem of Refupees in Africa" it was slated

inter alia that the Confererce

Les "Realfirms ite desire o give all pessible asgistance Lo refugess

from ary Hesber Statae oa humanitarian and Craternal basig;

2. [eszlle that Hembe:r Statea hove pladged Lhemaglves  to preveut
relagesy living  on Lysir Lersitories from carrying out by any
Means whatzoevear any acta haroful Lo the interasls of pther stateg

eabors of Cha Qrgpanizallion of African Unity,

0 Reguests a)l jiemier Staves never tc allovw the refupgee guestion

to becoms & source of dispute amohgst Uhum".

£7. Thuz, the CAU right frem the begincing had the desire and will

ts regolve tha problem of rafugees in @ psacelul manner,

Efforts ceplzoyed gt sub-rezional lavel

H8.  fhe fenbor slates uthQ: Lhe sub-reglen both on an individual
and group basis have ales trisd over the years to find solubtlone two
thiis probler by the ccnclugicn of agregments bLetween themsslves asg
a wsy o) reducing the influx of the relvgpess or rvemuvirg areas of

1

tension. fome of theso lneludc the fellowing:

63, 0On Yhe E“ﬁ ol Februsry 1967, & joint  Communiqué waa iasued vy
the telepation of Burundi snd  Teonda on the peed to cantrol prefugse
influres and to resslve their common preblems resulting froe  the

rafugae 153ue,

.
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Weooon 208wy W9G7, the Honda of stals  of alre, Burundi ang
Bwanda mode o declarattc, _i Gors,dadre, o the quastion of rafugees,
. - AR

0 thia Declervation, the threa Govartanents undeprsook:

a, "Fo apply ecpupulouzly Lhe clanses ar the tripartite agreement

o securdey slgned in Kinshaea in Auguat 1960,

V.  To take effective measures agalnst 311 pessession of arms by

politfcal refugees,

. - To appes) to all refugess who hold zrms to hand these over to
the dpvermmens oF thelr host countrizss within cne monbh. Al lesr
that period measuréz  will be taken agsinat thoese who fall to

complys

d._ TR create a prrmanent tiipartile politico) Commission which will
have  »a Yhs task o segeost approprizte nsaswes to help the

refugess return to their country of origing

&L In conlormity with the genseva Convention, not to ssond any refupees
back to their country of origln  against their own wigh,
Farthermore, no refupes who relurns to his country following
Lhix deslaratvion will be prozecuted for hia part except for comman
Yaw ofTences;

r., Y0 consult each ckhor reglarly on problens  of common Interests
and Lo exchange informaticn concsrning  the maintenance of lawv

and order in the three counkplen',

7 D Sl o N . . - . -
11, The adharsnes Ly dhe ceow wries oonooracd o the previvions of

this Adeclsration, in a uay contribited <o Lhe conleinnent, o a leng

Liie, ol the raeligae probiem within theass countries,

Eleagl 01.089,1991 {4414
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s e N seel ty carlior al'forta Geployed by Upanda to resolve
the Mwandese rafugee problem,  Fresident  Yowerd Fugaveni of Uganda
9rid Presjdent Juvepal Habyarimana of Rwands on 6 February, 1986 decided
“O met up @ Joint finjsteris Comnities to examine ways and means
of aclving ths probles or Ruandesz 1rsfugees who have been Viving in

Upanda for i lanot 30 years cr so. Tha Joint Hiviasterfal Commlttes

thus set up held its rirst meeiing in Kigali, Rwanda, from 15 to 17
Februsry iGEw.

3 During thay meeting, and fcllowing Lhorough diacussions of all
Mhe relevant lusuves related Lo the problem of Rwandese raefugees in

Uganda, i Committes;

{a) re-arrirmez e inalianhable husan rlght of a refugee  to

reiurn te nis counsry of orlping
tb) underlineo Awanda’s responsibility tewards ber citizens;

(¢) twok nete of Ewanda's conatratnts with regards to the
ke Imtepration of P refugees in case of e masse
rapgatriation; ang

fd) revicwed othar durablz  &seluticns to the problem, namely,

individval volyntary rvepatrialion ang haturalization.

4.7 Tha second meeting of the Joint Mindatorial Committee touk place
in Kempala, Uganda, from J21 ty 17 Roverber 1989, During ¢hat meeting,
Tand Cgfher raviewlns “he developmenta which hed taken place since its
\
’ first.  meeting of Februsry 1933, the Jsint Hinjzterial Committee
’ reaolved:

(a) te eal) upon wlCH bo ser up an Iotepencent Committee of
Experts o Survey and eslablish a)) rolevant facls about
livandese r=fugees living in Uganda; and

(¢) Lo convene a el ingy of  Lthe Joint Mindsterial Committee

to examine and review the repert of the Independent, Compittee

¢f Enperra, g

F.1
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FEOH AMBASZADE EMANDH ) e
A T v vue AvdNIRES and Lgandan Coverpments Call, UNHCR

designatod  rive o bts  officers o constitute the  core of  the

L
Indezpendont Commi tbas of Experta. 'thesy ouirivnps underfeck a niesioh
Lo Haandz ang Upanda from 5 to IR Feuireary 1540, rop the purpose stated
o () above, The Hisslon'a recommendations wppwe cormuiicated to the
Goverrmments conceried in Moy 19975. In sumemary, the Yissjon ecommended
Uu‘:lt:
{a) the 2ay becems member of the Yodependent Commitiee;
(L) toe wrvey Le carri=d out by &n agency whose indepandence
and expertise are im;ernationglly recegnized;
(c) the  concernsg Covermmenls restate {hejr commitments  will
régzed to Lhe implementatlon of the rosults of the survey;
andl
Yl revelavant Jeglelavive work on relugess e vndortaken in )
Upand= ang  ay 2hzorption capaclly si{udy Lo carried oul in
Bwanda .
iR The  thirg mecling  of  the Uganda/fivanda  Joint Minlgterial
Cesmibtze on the Froblem ¢l Ruandeac relugecy Hving in Ugenda, ang '
at which tlhe CAY was invited ty participate in an obseryer capacity,
]
Veo beld Irom ¢ ro 2y July 1999 1n Kigall, Rwanda, apd it was alyo
Attendad by  WIHCR., ke purpone of the feeting was to examine the
recommedationg  of the Independent Coamitiee of F¥perts in respect
of ils bn-the-spon fact-finding Misslon of Feorvary 1990, uhich among,
T oth 208, included the l‘(),l,l{:',:ing;;
(a) The inclusion of GAU in Lha fedap=pdent Cormittiee oI Experta;
L) tbe ssttiog vp £L . GBS ]  levdl Quadrapartite
Commingion compesed of Evanda and Ugands as well a3 OAUu
and UNCh;
(2) the vorking out of aq ehjective and wriyien information
F2ckage on the three ¢ptiors fon the telugevs, namaly
= = veluntary Pépatriatio:n, Materalizaetion op resetllenent;
(47 VganzZa  Government to undertake releyan legisletive work
to gllow fop hateralizatiom of Rvancess refigesn;
PR e baviying et of @ Fect-rinding wission to puanda by
2 "repressntakiven group ef the refugeo community,
P, 15
01.09_1991 14111
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7. All  thene vecomacndatiooe wore approved by the  Joint

mandated Lhe Independent
Experts to delve inio the modelitinvg of

Inter=Niviaterial  Committee  uhi ¢h  gleg
Committes of ite work on the
Fut&re ef  Awandese refugees in Uganda. The Jaint Inter-Hiniaterial
of  Rwandese Relugess in Uganda also agreed

B s Ste Pourtls teeving In Fawpala, in January 1991, only to be

overtaken by the evepts of 1 Detoher 1930,

Conmitiea on vha roblem

78, In acdition these eventa, the povernment of fivanda has taken

further rsasures o solve (he problen of Ruandese refugees, These
innlngde:

n) Lhe relteration of hhe call by the govermment of Rwanda

0OELnuLh? relupees Lo retur voluntarily,

tr) the opening ef the pslitical arena to allow Lho feorm
08 political psitles

ation
Lo enaile every Rwandese citizen fo
rarticipate in the pollcia) life of the country,

¢)  the deletion of khe part in the Reandese Iceniity | Carm

khich hitherto required a citizen to indicate his op her

ethnte orfgin and the {ntroduction of a tiew ldentity card,

d) the voluntary renztristion of duandese oxlles on the basis

ol individual and volyntary application.

Coucluaioy

9. In order to Lying about a Lasting and duravle selotion to the

Rrandeae yerugee broblem, conditionz conducive to the voluontary return

of Liie refugcea myat Le created within Lthe counlry. Clher causes thal

lead to the riight of people Anto exile munt alec be avoided or

elirinated.  The pressnt Coliferenge is, therefore, not only timely

but aiso carriesg the hope that solutiens woulyg Le

ound to this long
standing problam

AMHEXES ;. _‘

1. OAY Convention Governing Lhe Srecifi- Asponte of fefugee Froblens

in Arfrica,

2\ Mir3tizH , Cladollla and coama Communiiquas .
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